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Rite of Passage

By Richard Wright

Study Guide

Chapter I

Vocabulary

Directions:  Based on Wright’s use of the words chosen for vocabulary, write down a definition in your own words.  Then, check a dictionary to see how your definition matches up with the possible definitions.

1. battered (1):

pos (part of speech):

2. vestibule (6):

pos:

3. futile (13):

pos:

4. belligerent (17):

pos:

5. counterprotective (20):

pos:

6. defiantly (20):

pos:

7. resolution (23):

pos:

Comprehension—answer in complete sentences.

1. For what does Johnny hunger?

2. What grades does Johnny earn in school?

3. Based on how ch. 1 ends, what do you think will happen in ch. 2?

Figurative Language

1. Find an example of foreshadowing on page 4.  What is it?

2. What are the metaphors on page 13?  Write them down as indicated below.

__________________________  = __________________________

__________________________ = ___________________________

Chapter II

Reading Comprehension

1. Explain in your own words the following quote:  “He felt encased in hot shame” (26).  Use the context of what’s happening to Johnny to explain this situation/idea.

Figurative Language

1. What are the four similes that Wright uses to describe the station lights?  List them below.

The station lights were like…

The station lights were like…

The station lights were like…

The station lights were like…

What do all four similes have in common (Wright explains this a bit at the very end of this chapter)?
Chapter III

Vocabulary

1. peevishly (44):

pos:

2. degradation (47):

pos:

3. demon preco (48)

pos:

4. estrangement (52):

pos:

5. cowl (52):

pos:

Reading Comprehension

1. Explain the following quote in your own words:  “For the first time in his life his sensibilities met the naked reality of the world without an intermediary and his heart pounded” (29).  Again, use the context of what is going on here to explain this idea.

2. On page 33, why does Johnny reject Billy?  Explain.

Chpater III cont.
3. How is it that “Billy had dodged his responsibilities by joining a boys’ secret gang” (42)?

4. How will the feeling of estrangement affect Johnny?  How is this an example of the third person omniscient point of view?

5. What is Billy’s wish at the end of this chapter?  Why does he wish this?

Figurative Language

1. Fill-in:  They neared the great dark schoolbuilding____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________(39-40)

What type of figurative language is this?

Chapter IV

Vocabulary

1. sadistically (62):

pos:

2. prostrate (80):

pos:

3. jackal (85);

pos:

4. adulation (86):

pos:

5. tocsin (95):

pos:

Reading Comprehension

1. What does Johnny’s new name mean (85)?

Chapter V

Figurative Language

1. What is the metaphor Wright uses to describe Johnny’s new direction in life—found on the bottom of page 102?

Reading Comprehension/Analysis

1.  Why does Johnny keep thinking about the screaming woman?

