Name__________________________________________

Assignment:_____________________________________________

***Before submitting any version of your essay, please check or fill-in the circles next to the following questions indicating that you have carefully thought about and gone over your essay.  

Essay checklist
· Have I used the prompt in writing my introduction?

· Have I followed the formatting instructions?

· Have I read my essay over to someone else or as if someone else were reading it for “YKB” errors? (their, there, they’re, to, too)
· Have I eliminated the use of “I” or “you” in the essay?

· Have I provided ample details (quotes if called for) in supporting my thesis?
· Have I properly documented quotes by using the MLA style (see handout)? 

· Do I have an introduction, three body paragraphs (at least) and a conclusion?

· Have I capitalized proper names, places, and titles?  

· Have I underlined (or italicized) titles of books, newspaper, and magazines?

· Have I quoted titles of poems and stories?

· Have I used correct punctuation such as commas before coordinating conjunctions (and, or, nor, for, so, but yet) when connecting two independent clauses?

· Have I varied sentence structure, so that a large number of sentences do not start the same way?

· Is this the best paper I can write and turn in without additional help from anyone else?
· Use present tense

Name:

Assignment:

Writing Rubric


A. Development of thought

4 Thinking fully developed, excellent use of details and supporting citations

3 Thinking mostly developed, some effective use of details and support

2 More development/stronger thesis needed with more examples

1 Very little development of thinking in writing

B.   Organization
4 Completely coherent—all ideas effectively connected, sophisticated use of transitions

3 Mostly coherent—many ideas effectively connected, some transitions attempted

2 Somewhat coherent—few transitions used

1 Incoherent—no ideas connected

C.  Diction

      4
Sophisticated use of language throughout, makes use of recent vocabulary units

      3
Appropriate use of language, could use more vocabulary from recent studies

      2
Needs a richer use of language

      1
Inappropriate use of language

D.  Conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar) 
4
Very close to perfect

3
Few significant errors

2
Errors distract from meaning/too short to determine

1
Errors block meaning

E.  Clarity/sentence structure

      4
Meaning is completely clear, expression is concise and effective

      3
Meaning is mostly clear, effective use of details to clarify points

      2
Unclear in several sections/needs more specifics

      1
Unclear and nearly impossible to understand

Rubric score:        5    6    7     8   9   10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19   20   

Percentile score:  40  44  48  52  56  60  65  70  75  80  85  88  90  93  97  100 

Comments:  

· Please see online comments as well.  These may clarify the rubric scoring.
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Remember that a rubric provides only general information regarding your writing development.  In other words, you will not grow as a writer, if you look no further than the rubric.  Discussing how the rubric comments apply to your writing is one of the most effective ways of improving your writing.  Also, if comments have been made on the paper, it is worth your time to review and respond to these comments.  Writing is an on-going process that most of all takes time.








